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* Brazen hussy,9 retorted the great Odysseus, glowering down
upon her,' I shall go straight over and report you to Telemachus
for that speech. He'll soon make mincemeat of you/
His threat scattered the women, who fled through the house,
their knees trembling beneath them in alarm, for they had taken
him at his word. But Odysseus took his stand by the burning
braziers, tending the lights and keeping an eye on them all,
though his thoughts were busy elsewhere with schemes that
were not doomed to come to nothing.
Athene meanwhile had no intention of allowing the insolent
Suitors to abandon their offensive ways; she wished the anguish
to bite deeper yet into Odysseus' royal heart. It was Bury-
machus9 turn to contribute ajibe at the stranger and raise a laugh
among his friends.(Listen!' he cried. * It has occurred to me - and
I really must share this idea with my rivals for our noble Queen
- that some divine being must have guided this fellow to Odys-
seus' palace. At any rate it seems to me that the torch-light
emanates from the man himself, in fact from that pate of his,
innocent as it seems of the slightest vestige of hair.'
He then turned to Odysseus, the sacker of cities. 'Stranger,'
he said, 'I wonder how you'd like to work for me if I took you
on as my man, somewhere on an upland farm, at a proper wage
of course, building stone dykes and planting trees for timber?
I should see that you had regular food and provide you with
clothing and footwear. But you've leamt such bad habits that I
expect you'll jib at farm-work and prefer to beg in the streets
by way of filling your greedy paunch.'
(! only wish, Eurymachus/ replied Odysseus, 'that you and I
could compete as labourers in the early summer when the days
draw out, in a hayfield somewhere, I with a crooked reaping"
hook and you with its fellow, so that we could test each other at
work, with nothing to eat till well after dusk and plenty of grass
to cut. Or we might have some oxen to drive; tawny great
thoroughbreds, bursting with fodder and matched in age and
pulling power. It takes a lot to tire a pair like that, and I should
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